Questionnaire on the Application to Statistics Canada for Changing Harmonized System Commodity Codes to include Non-Timber Forest Products (NTFPs)
Statement of Consent

Before you fill out the survey, please read the following carefully.
This project is part of the Harmonized System Commodity Code Revisions for Non-Timber Forest Products in Canada.
The project leader concerned is Tom Hobby. Mr. Hobby’s credentials with Royal Roads University can be established by telephoning at 1.250.391.2600 x4328. 

This document constitutes an agreement to take part in a project being supported by Natural Resources Canada, the British Columbia Ministry of Forests and Range, and the British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. The project’s objectives support the  improvement of the collection of NTFP trade export values from Canada. 

The survey has (8) questions and is expected to take between 10-20 minutes to complete. Questions refer to the most important NTFPs within your region, which NTFPs should be considered for changing the harmonized the past and current trade and of various NTFPs, along with current trends within the industry. 
No information in the survey will be attributed to you in any report without your express permission. A copy of the final report will be housed at Royal Roads University and will be publicly accessible. 

Your participation in this survey is, of course, voluntary.  You may wish to answer only some of the questions; if so, we will be happy to receive even a partial survey.

By returning your survey form to us, you are stating that you understand and accept the above conditions of the survey and are giving your informed consent.

Background

The Harmonized System Codes project team (HSC team) has drafted a strategy document that can be viewed on the national NTFP Network of Canada website http://www.ntfpnetwork.ca/. The strategy describes the background and rationale for this project. The objective of this questionnaire is to assist the HSC team in its assessment of potential NTFPs that should be considered for the first application to Statistics Canada, realizing that this will be an ongoing process for which application can be made annually.

The HSC team has come up with the following commodities for consideration in the first round of HS Code change application. The cost associated with an application to Statistics Canada is equivalent to $1,000 per HS code change. The limited amount of funding available for this project has forced the HSC team to reduce the number of NTFPs to include in the first application. However, we would like to establish a list of potential NTFPs for which a change in HS code could be made should additional funding become available, either for this exercise or a second application at a later date.
The following Table 1 lists the NTFPs that will be included in the first application. Table 2 (below) lists potential additional NTFPs, subject of this consultation, that could also be good candidates for code change.
Table 1. NTFPs included in the first application for code change
	Latin name
	Common name
	Products



	Tricholoma magnivelare 
	pine mushroom  
	fresh 

	Cantharellus spp.*  
	chanterelle mushroom    
	fresh and dried 

	Morchella spp. 
	morel mushroom    
	fresh and dried 

	Gaultheria shallon   
	salal   
	fresh stems 

	Taxus spp.   
	yew    
	fresh and processed needles, twigs and roots

	Vaccinium spp.
	wild berries   
	fresh, dried and processed


Table 2. Tentative additional NTFPs for code change – pending consultation 
	Latin name
	Common name
	Products



	Matteuccia struthiopteris   
	fiddlehead fern    
	fresh and process

	Panax quinquefolium*    
	wild ginseng       
	fresh and dried roots 

	Allium spp. *
	wild garlic/ramp/leek 
	fresh bulbs

	Various coniferous spp.   
	essential oils  
	processed 

	Various coniferous spp.   
	boughs
	fresh


*These species may be eliminated due to sustainability issues in a given region/province/territory, including their nomination as endangered or threatened species, or new regulations for harvesting, though it is realized that in other regions/provinces/territories, these products may be harvested and potentially exported.

We would appreciate receiving answers to the following questions from you. Your answers will help the HSC team to create a list of NTFPs that should be considered for this year’s application or later. Please email your responses by close of business day on November 9, 2007 to tom.hobby@royalroads.ca.   

Questions

1. Are there any NTFPs in your region of Canada that should be considered for applying for a HS Commodity Code change? If so, which one(s) and why?
2. Is there a significant amount of domestic and international trade for this/these NTFP(s)? If so, what are the estimated values of domestic and international trade for this/these product(s)? What is the estimated traded quantity (e.g. number of plants, tonnes, kg, or m3) of this/these NTFP(s)?
3. Is there growing demand for this/these product(s) or is there strong potential for growth of exports?
4. Are there any issues surrounding the commercialization of this/these NTFP(s) (e.g. sustainability, species at risk, aboriginal concerns)?
5. What other rationale would be helpful to indicate as to why this/these NTFP(s) should be considered for inclusion in the application to Statistics Canada?
6. To the best of your knowledge, what were the ten most important NTFPs of your region in 1990, 2000 and 2005
? Please base your answer on the importance (actual or estimated value) of the NTFP harvests from the forest.
7. Should more information be needed about the NTFPs you think have been the ten most important, could we contact you to find out more about them?

8. Other comments?

In addition to answering these questions, please fill out the following page’s matrix in order to provide us with a metric to compare the potential candidate NTFP species and allow for the final selection to be made.

We thank you for your valued participation. Results from this questionnaire will be posted shortly on the national NTFP Network website (http://www.ntfpnetwork.ca/) for your review, as the application is being prepared.
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	NTFP
	Products
	Economic Value
	Economic Value
	Total Economic Value
	Social/Cultural
	Ecological values/
	Emerging

	Species
	 
	Export
	Domestic
	Ranking Score
	Value Issues
	Abundance issues
	Product

	
	
	Scale
	Scale
	
	Scale
	Scale
	Scale

	
	
	1=low <$250k
	1=low <$50k
	1-2 =low
	Yes or No
	Yes
	1=low potential

	
	
	2=med $250k-$1M
	2=med $50-$250K
	3-4 med
	
	No
	2=moderate

	
	
	3=high > $1M
	3=high > $250K
	5-6 high
	
	Uncertain
	3=high

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Canada Yew
	biomass
	2
	1
	3
	no
	uncertain
	

	
	Taxol - first step
	3
	1
	4
	no
	
	

	
	Taxane
	3
	1
	4
	no
	
	

	
	Paclitaxel
	3
	1
	4
	no
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� Information for years 1990, 2000 and 2005 is needed as Canada will have to provide information to an international survey conducted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations next year, of which one component will be on Non-Wood Forest Products. 





